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For too long have the Lebanese people suffered from foreign domination. For too long have the 
Lebanese people suffered internal political division at the behest of foreign nations. Permit me, on 
behalf of us all, to assure his Beatitude that we will continue the struggle, and that we shall not rest 
until the day comes, when the very mountains and valleys of Lebanon can look up to heaven, and 
joined by the Lebanese people, they can cry out to God and thank him for giving the final victory 
to Lebanon, and full and absolute freedom to all Lebanese people. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the book being launched today is a true and living testament as to how 
modern Lebanon evolved in the past and is likely to evolve in the future. | do not wish to pre-empt 
the speakers who will speak about this book. ! will leave this task to them. It is enough for me to say 
that | congratulate the author on a historic work that is of the highest caliber, and that is a living 
witness to the modern history of Lebanon. 


INTRODUCTION TO MR GEORGE ARAB 

According to the Gospel of St John: “In beginning was the Word”. With confidence, 1 add that from 
the beginning George Arab loved the Word and the Word loved George Arab. 

From his childhood George loved both the Divine Word and the written word. H has ably combined 
this love to become à trusted confidant of the Patriarch and to master the noble art of journalism. 
lsay noble because upon the shoulders of good journalists stand the pillars of democracy, freedom, 
and the rights of man. | am very proud to say, and | am sure that you all agree, that among these 
good journalists we can include George Arab, Anwar Harb, Tony Azzi, Boutros Indary, and Joseph 
Khoury. 

George's academic and professional achievements are noted on the cover of his book. | will high- 
light only a few of these. He was born in Diman, the summer residence of the Patriarch. He is a 
graduate of the Lebanese University. He is the author of many books and articles. He was a member 
of the Maronite Patriarchal Synod, and he is involved in many organizations, especially Caritas and 
the Episcopal Committee for Christian Muslim Dialogue. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is now time to welcome to the microphone the man of the hour, Mr. 
George Arab. 


CLOSING THE LAUNCH 

Two happy tasks remain for me. | have left them to last because they are the most important. 

The first happy task is to again extend a sincere thanks to his Lordship Ad Abikaram, his Excellency 
the Consul General Robert Naoum, and to all our distinguished guests. À special thank you to the 
Committee who organized this function. | particularly mention that a large measure of credit must 
go to St Charbel's Monastery, especially to the head of the Monastery, Father Antoine Tarabay. 
Father Tarabay has worked tirelessly to ensure the success of this function. Last but not least | thank 
all sponsors, donors and everyone who have helped make George trip to Australia a success. This 
includes all of you. Thank you very much. 

My second happy task is to mention that the author is now available to personally sign his book. 
This is a unique opportunity to obtain a signed copy and | therefore invite you all to do so. 

! should mention that the proceeds collected by the author will go towards the preparation of a 
second volume on the life of the Patriarch, and the translation of the books into English and other 
languages. As you must know, preparing and translating a book of this caliber takes much time, 
effort and expense. George is giving his time purely on a voluntary basis. Therefore any donation 
you care to make towards this very important project will be gratefully accepted. 

Itis now time for refreshments and for a short film on the Garden ofthe Patriarchs in Diman. During 
this time George will be signing copies of his book. | encourage everyone to obtain a signed copy. 
Thank you all. Please enjoy the rest of the evening. 


Joe Metledge, Master of Ceremonies 
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Joe Metledge Master of Ceremonies 


Good evening, 
For those of you who do not know me, my name is Joe Metledge and | am the master of ceremonies. 
l'invite you to be up standing for the Australian and Lebanese National Anthems. 
WELCOMING OF DIGNITARIES and Others 
On behalf of the Organizing Committee and its head, Rev. Fr. Dr. Antoine Tarabay, Rector of St 
Charbel's Monastery, and on behalf of the people who will be speaking tonight, | bid you a warm 
welcome and | start the proceedings by acknowledging our distinguished guests. In order to save 
time, | ask you to please hold the applause until ! formally welcome all our guests. 
+ Your Lordship Bishop Ad Abikaram- Maronite Bishop Of Australia and patron of this 
launch. 
Your Eminence Metropolite Paul Saliba- Antiochian Orthodox Archbishop of Australia. 
Your Excellency Mr Robert Naoum-Lebanese Consul General 
Your Lordship Bishop Anba Daniel- Coptic Orthodox Bishop of Australia. 
Your Reverence Fr. Paul Sayeh- Vicar General, representing The Most Rev. Bishop Issam 
Darwich- Melkite Bishop Of Australia. 
Rev. Fr. Andre Gaoui Superior of the Lebanese Maronite Missionaries 
Rev. Fathers and Sisters 
Mayors and Councillors 
Mr. George Arab- Author of“Patriarch Sfeir, Guardian of the Memory" 
Representatives of the Mass Media 
Presidents and members of various international, national, and local associations and 
organizations, including religious, political, commercial, charitable, social, and village 
associations. 
Other distinguished guests, ladies & gentlemen. 
In the name of my beloved hometown Diman, and in the name of Kadisha and Bkirki, and in the 
name of every piece of land in Lebanon, | salute you and | welcome you all. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK 

l'embrace you with the prayers and blessings of his Beatitude the Maronite Patriarch, Cardinal Mar 
Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir. Lebanon stands proud and exalted among the nations, that it has a son of 
the caliber of our beloved Patriarch. Throughout a long and fruitful life His Beatitude has been a 
good father, a wise and compassionate leader, and a beacon of light to the East and to the West. 
His Beatitude has decided that his life's work should not be lost, but should be written down and 
preserved for the benefit of future generations. The Patriarch entrusted this task to the author, who 
is a close friend and confidant. Tonight 1 am happy to announce the launch in Australia of the his- 
toric book, Guardian of the Memory, compiled and written by the learned writer, son of Diman, and 
son of Lebanon, Mr. George Arab. 
To properly understand current events in Lebanon, itis critical to appreciate past events which have 
shaped the modern history of this nation. Of all living persons none is better qualified, or has been 
more personally involved, or is better able to explain past and current events, than his Beatitude. 
That George Arab has compiled and written such a book is a golden opportunity for us to accom- 
pany the patriarch on his life journey, and to share in his hopes and aspirations. It is indeed a 
golden opportunity for us to share in his long and hard struggle to ensure that Lebanon will always 
be free from all foreign domination, influence, and interference. 
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